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Why an Aha Moku System? 

• Last 25 years, the general public concerns on ecosystem degradation 
included NH fears of resource depletion  

 

• 1st time since overthrow, kupuna and native Hawaiian resource experts 
from traditional moku on the eight main Hawaiian Islands  gathered to 
address natural & cultural resource protection 

  

Manini 
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Puuanahulu Ahupua’a 



8 Mokupuni 
46 Traditional Moku 

606 Ahupua’a  
 

General Public supports the 
Aha Moku System 

 
Since 2006,  7 statewide 

puwalu, several island  puwalu 
and caucuses , many public 

community meetings, 
gatherings held to get 
consensus on process 
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Aha Moku 
System 
Act 288 

 
Signed into law by 

Governor Abercrombie 
July 9, 2012 

 
Establishes Aha Moku 
Advisory Committee 
within the DLNR and 

formally recognizes the 
Aha Moku System 
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Purpose of  Act 288 

To formally recognize the Aha 
Moku System and to establish 

the Aha Moku Advisory 
Committee within the DLNR 

To serve in an advisory capacity 
to the chairperson of the BLNR 

May advise on issues related to 
land and natural resources 

management through the Aha 
Moku System  

To integrate the Native Hawaiian 
cultural and traditional values 
into the fabric of state policy 

 

 

Act 288 - handout 

 

 

 

*   
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Anaeho’omalu 
Ku’u Ali'i Royal Pond 

Kaha Papa Pond  



The Aha Moku System to provide advice 
on 

1. Integrating NH resource management practices 
 with western practices in each moku 

2. Id comprehensive set of NH practices for natural 
 resource management 

Makua Valley Nanakuli, O’ahu 

Keauhou, Kona 
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Puuhonua O Honaunau 

 



3.  Fostering understanding & practical use of NH 
resource expertise 

4.  Sustaining the State’s marine, land, cultural, agricultural &  

Natural resources 
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Puuwaawaa Watershed 
Holualoa Ahupuaa 



5. Providing community education, 

 

6. fostering cultural awareness on the benefits of the 
aha moku system 
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Kaloko Honokohau National Park 
Kaupulehu Forest Area 

 



Ka Pa’akai O Ka Aina (2000) 
(The Salt of the Land) 

Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law 

 Identification and scope of “valued cultural, historical, or 
natural resources” in petition or impacted area, including 
the extent to which traditional and customary native 
Hawaiian rights are exercised in the petition area; 

 The extent to which those resources, including traditional 
and customary native Hawaiian rights, will be affected or 
impaired by the proposed  actions; 

 The feasible action, if any, to be taken to reasonably protect 
native Hawaiian rights if they are found to exist. 
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Traditional 
Land Use Map 

  
Moku O Keawe 

1835 Map 
 

 Kalama 
Lahainaluna 

School 



11 



12 



Kona Water Use and Development Plan 
District 6 – Portions of North and South Kona (Maile David)  
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Kealakekua Mauka 
Aimakapa Fishpond 
Kaloko-Honokohau NHP 

Holualoa Mauka 

Sunset in  
Kailua-
Kona 
Puapua’a 
Ahupua’a 

Hookena Mauka 
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Kona Water Use and Development Plan 
District 7 – Portions of North and South Kona (Dru Kaniho) 

Kaumalumalu Mauka 

Kuakini Height, Keauhou Ahupuaa 



Kona Water Use and Development Plan 
District 8 – Portions of North and South Kona (Karen Eoff) 
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Mahaiula Mauka 
 

Kaupulehu Ahupua’a  

Kukio and Maniniowale Beaches 
Kukio Ahupuaa 



Ahupua’a / Moku Structure 
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Ahupua’a 
 

Aha Ahupua’a 
 
 

Aha Moku 
 
 

Aha Moku 
Advisory  

Committee 

Public Trust, BLNR, Legislature 
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Tier 4:  Aha Moku Advisory 
Committee 

State-wide Committee of traditional practitioners 
consisting of one representative from each Island.  They 

select their own Chair and Vice-Chair 

Tier 3:  Aha Moku 
The representatives of each moku form the Aha Moku 
Councils of each Island.  They select, from among the 

group the person to sit on the Aha Moku Advisory 
Committee 

Tier 2: Aha Ahupua'a 
Each ahupua’a representative  gather to select  the 

representative of their moku 

Tier 1: Individual Ahupua'a 

Traditional practitioners and members of the general public residing in 
individual Ahupua'a select an ahupua’a representative 
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Ahupua’a Communities – Organization 
• Call a community Meeting 

• Identify experts in Native Hawaiian resources with generational knowledge 
within your ahupuaa 

• Organize your community, identify resource concerns that impact the 
community within the ahupuaa 

Focus on the foundation – sustainability of ecosystem 



19 

On-going Steps 

Ho’okena Mauka 

Kohanaiki, Kona 

Ahupua’a communities continue to be 
established within the Moku on each 
Island 
 
Work with and familiarize DLNR & 
CWRM  with Moku & its specific 
ahupuaa 
 
 
 
  

Public Hearings on Aha Moku Draft Rules 
to be held in June, July and August 2016 
 
Continue to work to strengthen 
sustainability on all ahupua’a 
 
Continue accountability to Hawaiian 
communities, the Public Trust, State and 
County Agencies, and the legislature. 



Mahalo Nui Loa! 
For Further Information,  
please contact: 

 

Moku O Keawe (Island of Hawaii) 
 

Kawehi Nguyen, Kona Moku 

Phone: 808-937-1714 

 

 

Piilani Kaawaloa, Po’o 

Phone: 808-896-4172 

Email: punatita7@yahoo.com 

 

 

 
Aha Moku Advisory Committee 

Leimana DaMate 

Executive Director 

Phone: 808- 587-1498 

Leimana.K.DaMate@hawaii.gov 

Department of Land and Natural Resources 

1151 Punchbowl Street, Ste. 130 

Honolulu, HI  96813 
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